
Dear Families, 

Engaging your child in reading is essential to building good comprehension skills. The 

best way to improve reading comprehension is to read, read, read! This summer, your 

child will be expected to read two (2) of the books listed below. 

* The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 

* Scat by Carl Hiaasen 

* Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

* Yo, Naomi Leon 

* De Como tia Lola vino (de visita) a quedarse by Julia Alvarez and Michelle Gonzalez 

 

Fifth grade students will have to complete two (2) different assignments and 

present their work to their classmates and teacher.  The projects are: 

* Create a collage with words and pictures around the central idea, theme or characters 

in the book. 

*Write a one-page "pitch" to a producer explaining why the story or concept would 

make a great movie.  

* Create a timeline using drawings, magazine cutouts, pictures and labels to show the 

events, and how they contribute to the meaning of the text. 

* Use the internet to locate a postal or email address of the author of the book. Write an 

opinion letter about the book you just read. Use evidence from the text to support your 

opinion.  

* Create a rebus summary (a summary that uses pictures to represent words) on one of 

the books you have read. 2. Substitute pictures (that you draw or cut out) for some of 

the words you have used in the written summary. 

* Rewrite a scene and change the gender of the characters to explain how their traits, 

motivations, feelings and actions contribute to the scene.  

 



The project will be graded on completion, neatness, and content. We urge the students 

to be original and creative since this will be the first required assignment for this year’s 

reading class. In addition, during the first two weeks of school, the students will take a 

test on the book they have selected. 

The Fifth Grade Team 

 

Summer Reading Project Grading Criteria/Rubric 

Title (1 point) Grammar (3 points) 

Author’s name (1 point) Neatness (2 points) 

Content of written component (8 points)  

Creativity (2 points)  

Oral presentation (3 points) 

 

 

 

 


