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Did you know that children who participate in high-

quality early learning experiences benefit from  

improved social skills, higher academic achievement, 

and enhanced attention spans?  There is overwhelming  

evidence that suggests that children who participate in 

high-quality preschool programs develop stronger 

math and reading skills and a full range of  

competencies necessary for school success.  Offered in 

over 200 schools county-wide, the Miami-Dade County 

Public Schools (M-DCPS) early childhood education 

and Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) programs are 

committed to providing high quality comprehensive 

services to prepare young children for life-long  

learning. 

We’ve put together a comprehensive toolkit 
to help you support the prekindergarten 
programs in your school. 





Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program 
VPK is a free high quality educational program that prepares 4-year-olds for kindergarten and beyond and is available 

in over 180 schools county-wide. Children must be four (4) years old on or before September 1, 2017. 

To be eligible for VPK, children must be four (4) years old on or before September 1, 2018. M-DCPS VPK Programs use a 

lottery to select students. By submitting a registration packet before February 22, 2018 at their home/neighborhood 

school, families will be entered into the VPK lottery. The VPK Program lottery for the 2018-2019 school year will take place 

on Friday, February 23, 2018. Children whose names are drawn in the lottery will be selected to attend the program. 

Parents of students living outside the school’s boundary should not be turned away. A separate list for these students 

should be maintained and in the event that all spaces are not filled after the lottery drawing, then an out of boundary 

lottery should be conducted to fill remaining slots. 

Schools should adhere to the 2018-2019 Consult Slot Allocations. Open seats will be available at select schools after 

lottery date. A list of the participating schools is  available on our website at earlychildhood.dadeschools.net. 

Head Start Program 

The Head Start Program is a federally funded, comprehensive child development program serving low-income children 

and families. Head Start serves children three (3) years old, by September 1, 2018 to five (5) years old. Children with 

disabilities are included in the program and receive a full range of developmental services.  

Eligibility for the Head Start Program is based on family income at or below the federal poverty level. The open 

enrollment period for the 2017-2018 school year is January 17 – May 10, 2017.  Families can apply by visiting any of the 

34 Miami-Dade County Public Schools Head Start/Early Head Start sites county-wide and completing an application.  A 

list of the participating schools is available by visiting the Head Start/Early Head Start website at 

headstart.dadeschools.net. 

Inclusion/Reverse Mainstream Program 

Typical students are needed for Pre-K special education inclusion  programs across the district. This program offers a 

free, full-day opportunity for qualifying students. Typical students must be 3 - 4 years old by September 1, 2018, and must 

have age-appropriate language and social skills because they will serve as models for children with disabilities. 

Role model students are needed for a limited number of slots in Pre-K special education reverse mainstream programs 

across the district. This program offers a free, full-day or half-day opportunity for qualifying students. Role models 

students must be 3 - 4 years old by September 1, 2018, and must have age-appropriate language and social skills 

because they will serve as models for children with disabilities. 

Parents should inquire at their home/neighborhood school or call the PreK SPED office at (305) 271-5701 to identify 

programs near their homes.  Role models are invited to attend school for a few days in the spring so that teachers may 

determine their readiness for this program.   

Miami-Dade County Public Schools Department of Early Childhood Programs is now accepting 

applications for the following programs for children three (3) to four (4) years of age: 

file:///C:/Users/309329/Desktop/earlychildhood.dadeschools.net
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
file:///C:/Users/309329/Desktop/headstart.dadeschools.net


Train front office staff on the Prekindergarten programs 
offered at your school. 

Display the Ready, Set, Enroll! flyers and posters in high-
traffic areas and in the main office. Posting information 
lets families know that your school offers 
Prekindergarten programs.  

Display the Registration Requirements flyer in high-traffic 
areas and make it available in the main office. This flyer 
outlines the registration requirements for  
prekindergarten programs.  

Send a Connect-ED message. 

Advertise on your school marquee beginning in January. 
Keep message on your marquee until all available seats are 
filled. 

Promote across social media platforms. 

Promote on your school website. 

Post provided PreK or Head Start banner on fence line or 
high traffic area as appropriate for your school.  



earlychildhood.dadeschools.net 

 
is now enrolling children  
3 and 4 years of age. 

To find your nearest  
public school and learn more  

call 305-995-7632. 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 



Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program 

This is _________________ (principal’s name).  If your child will be four years old by 

September 1, 2018, register now for next school year’s VPK Program.  The VPK lottery 

will be held on February 23 so contact our school today for required registration 

documents and to schedule a school visit. 

Visit www.vpkhelp.org to apply for your child’s Certificate of Eligibility. 

Head Start Program 

This is _________________ (principal’s name).  Will your child be three or four years old by 

September 1, 2018? They may be eligible for our Head Start program!  Visit the main 

office to learn more and complete an application today!   

All Programs 

This is _________________ (principal’s name).  We are currently enrolling three (3) and 

four (4) year olds  in our prekindergarten programs.  Visit the main office to learn more 

about the various programs and register today! 

Inclusion/Reverse Mainstream Program 

This is _________________ (principal’s name).  We are currently looking for three (3) and 

four (4) year olds  to serve as role models for children with disabilities in our inclusion 

and/or reverse mainstream program(s). Visit the main office to learn more.   

http://www.vpkhelp.org


Used for: 

Title 1 and Fee Supported 

Programs 

Head Start Programs 

Title 1 Schools Only 

Use if your school has all 3 

programs 



Did you know that we are now enrolling three and four year olds for 

Prekindergarten for the 2018-2019 school year? Visit our main office for 

more information. #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

Will your child be four (4) years old on or before September 1, 2018?  

Register for the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) program at our school 

today!#mdcps #wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

The VPK lottery for the 2018-2019 school year  will take place at our school 

on Friday, February 23, 2018.  Register in the main office today! #mdcps 

#wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

The Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program is a free educational 

program that prepares 4-year-olds for kindergarten and beyond. It is 

available at our school for the 2018-2019 school year.  Register today!  

#mdcps #wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

Did you know that our Head Start  program serves children three (3) and 

four (4) years old, by September 1, 2018 and offers a range of 

developmental services?  Find out if your child is eligible by visiting our main 

office today!  #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #headstartworks 

#earlylearning 

The Head Start open enrollment period for the 2018-2019 school year is 

January 16 – May 11, 2018.  Give your child a Head Start and apply to our 

program by visiting our main office today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins 

#headstartworks #earlylearning 

We are currently looking for role model students to participate in our 

Inclusion/Reverse Mainstream program for the 2018-2019 school year. This 

program offers a free full day or half-day opportunity for qualifying students. 

Role models must be three (3) or four (4) years old by September 1, 

2018.  #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #sped #rolemodels #earlylearning 



#DYK that we are enrolling 3&4 year olds in PreK for the 18-19 school year? 

Register today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

Will your child be 4 on or before 09/01/18? Register for our VPK program 

today! #mdcps #vpk #wherelearningbegins #earlylearning 

The VPK lottery for the 18-19 school year will take place on 02/23/18. 

Register today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #vpk #earlylearning 

VPK is a free educational program that prepares 4 year olds for 

Kindergarten and beyond. Register today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins  

#DYK that #HeadStart serves children 3 to 5 & offers a range of 

developmental services? Apply today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins 

Give your child a #HeadStart and apply to our program by visiting our main 

office today! #mdcps #wherelearningbegins #headstartworks 

We are looking for 3&4 year old role model students to participate in our 

Inclusion/Reverse Mainstream programs for the 18-19SY. #mdcps 





Facebook Cover Page 

Twitter Header Image 



EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS  

1450 NE 2nd Avenue, Suite 351  Miami, Florida  33134 

(305) 995-7632    earlychildhood.dadeschools.net 
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