
MSD Summer 2016 Reading Program 

5th Grade 

 
 

In an effort to keep students reading all summer, Marjory Stoneman Douglas Elementary will be 

participating in a Summer Reading Program.  Every incoming fifth grade student is required to 

read 2 books from the list below and complete 2 specified assignments.   

 

 Incoming 5th Grade Students will be reading the following books. 

 

How to Steal a Dog 

Author: Barbara O’Connor 

 

The Ghost’s Grave 

Author: Peg Kehret 

 

Yo, Naomi Leon 

Author: Pam Munoz Ryan 

 
 

Books can be purchased through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Book Barn, and several other vendors. 

The books are lengthy and meant to be read over the whole summer. Do not wait until the end 

of the summer to purchase the books because your child will need several weeks to complete 

these assignments.  

Attached are the details for the assignments for each book.  Read the specifics over the next 

couple of weeks to make sure you understand what is required before the school year is over. 

The 2 completed assignments will be collected by your child’s teacher during the week of 

August 22nd, 2016, and the assignments will be graded.  

 

 

 

 



 

MSD Programa de lectura del verano 2016 

Quinto Grado 

   

 
 

En un esfuerzo para que todos los estudiantes de la escuela Marjory Stoneman Douglas lean 

durante las vacaciones de verano estaremos ofreciendo un “Programa de Lectura para el 

Verano.” Es obligatorio para los estudiantes de quinto grado leer 2 libros y completar 2 de las 

tareas mencionadas a continuación. 

 

Estudiantes ingresando a 5to grado tendrán que leer los siguientes libros: 

 

How to Steal a Dog 

Autora: Barbara O’Connor 

 

The Ghost’s Grave 

Autora: Peg Kehret 

 

Yo, Naomi Leon 

Author: Pam Munoz Ryan 

 

 

Los libros se pueden comprar en Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Book Barn, y varios otros lugares. Los 

libros requieren varias semanas para poderlos terminar. No esperen hasta el fin del verano para 

comprar los libros. Los niños necesitan suficiente tiempo para completar sus proyectos. 

 

Adjunto encontrara la lista de tareas asignadas para cada libro.  Lea bien las instrucciones en las 

próximas semanas para asegurarse que las comprenden bien antes que este año escolar termine. 

 

Durante la semana de Agosto 22, 2016, la maestra de su hijo(a) recogerá las 2 tareas 

completas, las cuales serán calificadas.  
 

 

 



 

5
th

 Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

How to Steal a Dog 

By Barbara O’Connor 

 

Directions: After reading the book, answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet 

of paper. If possible Type your responses on a word document and print it.  

 

1. Where are Georgina and her mother and brother living at the beginning of the story? 

 

2. How does Georgina come up with the idea of stealing a dog? Why does she decide to go ahead with 

her plan, even though she knows it is wrong? 

 

 

3. Why does Georgina think that Carmella is going to be rich? What does she actually find out when she 

gets to know Carmella? 

 

4. What are the two mottos that Mookie shares with Georgina? Choose one of them and explain what it 

means, using examples from the story. 

 

 

5. Compare Georgina’s life with her friend Luanne’s. What are some of the differences in how the two 

girls live? 

 

6. List two of the times Mama uses her “mean voice” with Georgina. Why do you think she does this? Do 

you think Mama is really a mean person? 

 

 

7. Why do you think Carmella continues to be nice despite what Georgina has done? 

 

8. Find three examples where Georgina gets frustrated with Toby. Why do you think she is so impatient 

with him? Do you think she really thinks he is dumb? 

 

 

9. Reread the last four pages of the book. Do you think the story has a happy ending? Why or why not? 

 

10. Do you think Georgina is a good person? Use examples from the story to support your decision. 

  



5
th

 Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

The Ghost’s Grave 

Author: Peg Kehret 
 

 

Book summary: The main character in the story, Josh, will be spending this summer with his 

very strange aunt. He expected it was going to be a boring summer but rather it was filled with 

excitement and mystery.  

Assignment: Write a character diary from Josh’s perspective. The diary must include the 

following: 

1. Five entries of meaningful events that happen in the story and how they affected the 

character and why. 

2. Each entry must be a minimum of 3 paragraphs long (each paragraph must be a 

minimum of 5 sentences each).  

3. Each entry must be written in first person from Josh’s perspective. Therefore, you 

should write as if you were Josh and should use pronouns such as I, me, my, us, our in 

your writing. 

4. The entries must be written in complete sentences using proper grammar and 

punctuation.  

5. The diary must have an illustrated cover that reflects the overall theme and mood of the 

story.  

  



Asignación de Lectura en Español – Quinto Grado 

Yo, Naomi León 

Autora: Pam Muñoz Ryan 

 

 

Resumen del Libro:  Para huir de un terrible peligro, Naomi emprenderá un aventurado 

viaje, desde Estados Unidos hasta Oaxaca, en donde conocerá a su padre y descubrirá 

sus raíces mexicanas. 

 

Asignación:  Escribre un diario del punto de vista de Naomi.  El diario debe incluir los 

siguientes detalles: 

 

1. Cinco anotaciones de eventos importantes que afectaron a Naomi.  Explica cómo estos 

eventos afectaron a Naomi.  

 

2. Cada anotación debe tener un mínimo de 3 párrafos.  Cada párrafo debe tener un 

mínimo de cinco oraciones. 

 

 

3. Escribe cada anotación en la primera persona para expresar el punto de vista de Naomi.  

Por lo tanto, debes escribir como si tú fueras Naomi.  Utiliza en tu redacción  los 

pronombres yo, mi, mío, nosotros, nuestro para expresar el punto de vista en la primera 

persona. 

 

4. Las anotaciones deben ser escritas en oraciones completa con la gramática y puntuación 

correcta. 

 

 

5. El diario debe tener una ilustración en la carátula que exprese el tema y sentimiento 

principal del cuento. 

  



MSD will be participating in the 2016 Summer 

Literacy Adventure sponsored by  

the Florida Department of Education 

Join students all across Florida as they take on the Summer Literacy 
Adventure Challenge and pledge to read every day.  

Set a personal goal, work to accomplish it and strive for success! 

Florida’s students are being challenged to pledge to read as many books as 
possible throughout the summer break. Each student can fill out his or her 
pledge at Summer Literacy Pledge. Following the summer break, the 
department will recognize the top 10 schools with the highest percentage of 
participation. The school whose students read the most books will receive a 
surprise visit from First Lady Ann Scott. 

Ready to pick a book, Set to read every day,  
Read this summer for Success next year! 

 


